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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Washington, D.C. 20515

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

TUESDAY,

DEC~mER

4, 1973

WASHINGTON, DEC. 4 •••• The House Agriculture Subcolllll\ittee

0 .. )

Department Operations called on government officials today to
promote energy conservation in agricultural operations but at th"
,ame time to do all possible to see that farmers get adequate
Euel supplies for full crop production.
Discussion of the energy problem took place as Nick Smith,
Director of Energy Crisis Activities in the Department of Agriculture, appeared before the Subcommittee to tell what the Dep<:'.:":"t··
ment is doing to ease the fuel shortage situation.

He declared

that the Department has the responsibility not only of determinin,
agricultural requirements, but of working with other federal
agencies to assure that farmers and ranchers get priorities in
fuel allocations.
Rep. E de la Garza, D-Texas, Subcolllll\ittee Chairman, said
transportation of agricultural products requires priorities in
fuel allocations also, and pointed out that motor fuels must be
made available on Sundays as well as other days of the week for
hauling perishable farm colllll\odities to market. He added that
great losses of foods would take place if fruit and vegetable
laden trucks, some moving commodities hundreds or thousands of
miles to city marketplaces, were forced to stop along roadsides
because fuel supplies were temporarily c~t off.
In his testimony before the Subcommittee, Smith said the
Department is preparing press packets and information sheets on
conservation and energy use as related to agriculture, and that
these will be widely distributed throughout the nation. Information on farm practices which should save fuel will be included,
such as reduction in plowing and discing operations where possible,
and better maintenance of engines in tractors and trucks and
other equipment to cut down on their fuel consumption. He said
tests show that there is a savings of up to one-third of the power
required for chopping forage by chopping the pieces one-fourth
of an inch longer.
Congressman de la Garza urged Smith, who is also Assistant
Deputy Administrator of Programs in the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service, to make sure that agricultural
interests are fully represented in policy making talks of Administration officials. He declared that achievement of the Administration's announced goals of providing adequate food and fiber
for the American consumer and for this nation's export trade
can be attained only if farmers and ranchers get the fuel needed
to plant, cultivate, harvest their crops and get them to the
consumer.
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